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The number  of  books about  C.S.  Lewis’  wri t ings seems to  grow year  on year ,  

par t icular ly from American wri ters  and publishers .  Most  of  these volumes are 

in troduct ions wri t ten  for  the general  reader .  Why do academics eschew a ser ious 

systematic  s tudy of  Lewis  despi te  their  respect  for  h im? David  Clark  (Professor  of  

New Testament  and Greek,  Vanguard Univers i ty) ,  in  C.S.  Lewis  a  Guide to  h is  

Theology ,  provides what  appears  ini t ia l ly  to  be a  general  in troduct ion,  a imed very 

much at  American Evangel icals ,  asser t ing the  Bibl ical  basis  of  Lewis’  theology; but  

does he have anything new to  say?  The answer  is  yes,  though in subt le  ways.  

Essent ial ly,  Clark  extrapolates  the Scr ip tural  ground of  Lewis’  works.  This  is ,  in  

effect  though unstated expl ici t ly ,  h is  pr imary aim,  and is  achieved through an 

examinat ion of  Lewis’  l i fe ,  though also  through the meta-narrat ive that  underpins 

Lewis’  apologet ics .  This  takes the form of  an in troductory assessment of  redemption 

and anthropology,  spir i tual i ty,  purgatory and resurrect ion,  that  is ,  te leological ly,  the 

end-game of  l i fe .  

Clark’s  work consis ts  of  seven chapters :  ‘1 .  From Atheis t  to  Apologis t’ ,  focuses on 

Lewis’  l i fe  and development ,  h is  conversion(s) ,  and the roles  ass igned to him as a  

mature  Chris t ian.  ‘2 .  Lewis  Looks at  h is  World’  considers  the theology of  aesthetics  

and morali ty .  ‘3 .  Lewis Reaches out  to  His  World’  considers  Lewis’  approach to  the 

s tory of  redemption as the myth that  entered his tory,  with part icular  a t tent ion to  his  

re-presentat ion of  the redemption s tory in  The Lion,  the Witch and the Wardrobe and  

Perelandra .  ‘4 .  Humanity in  God’s  Creat ion’  explores  Lewis’  anthropology,  

angelology,  and his  percept ion and respect  for  animal  l i fe  in  creat ion.  ‘5 .  Walking 

by Fai th’  examines  what  Lewis  wrote and taught  about  fa i th .  ‘6 .  God’s  Plan for  the 

Soul’ ,  deals  with sancti f icat ion,  and therefore the thorny topic  of  Purgatory (The 

Great  Divorce) ,  and the quest ion of  universal ism.  Finally,  ‘7 .  God’s  Plan for  the  

Body -  and the Universe’ ,  explores  what  Lewis  bel ieved and presented about  

resurrect ion and creat ion,  in  par t icular  post  mortem  sanct i f icat ion,  including what  

Clark  terms,  ‘ judgement  by f ire’ :  the burning puri ty  of  the angel  in  The Great  

Divorce  –  Lewis’  metaphor  of  f ire  whereby the g lory of  God would  appear  as  l ight  to  

the r ighteous,  but  as  f ire  where s in  was s t i l l  present  (a  metaphor  Clark  roots  

b ibl ical ly  in  the Parable  of  Dives and Lazarus) .  Clark  concludes with  the quest ion,  



‘Did Lewis  Pass  the  Test? ’  In  answer he asser ts  that  Lewis  contr ibuted much to our  

understanding of  Bibl ical  Theology,  especial ly  te leological ly ,  eschatological ly,  and 

how we may face judgement .  Clark’s  analysis  of  purgatory,  and his  own logical  

arguments  about  sancti f icat ion and purgat ion,  is  amongst  the most  p iercingly  

succinct  and accurate  that  I  have read in  re la t ion to  what  Lewis  bel ieved and wrote ;  

Clark cr i t ical ly  examines what  evidence can be gleaned from the New Testament,  

and how Lewis in terpreted th is  analogical ly.  

Lewis was an  Anglican who endorsed Richard  Hooker’s  via  media ;  reason was 

therefore as  important  as  Scr ip ture and church t radi t ion.  Is  not  the Bibl ical  basis  of  

Lewis’  work just  one aspect?  Is  Clark f i l ter ing for  North  American Evangel icals ,  or  

does  he see Lewis’  work in  a  wider  context?  –  the  answer  is  a  caut ious  yes.  

Methodological ly  al though th is  is  an  in troduction to  the scr ip tural  ground of  Lewis’  

dogmatics ,  Clark does extrapolate  using reason in  the way Lewis d id –  to  br ing out  

the tru th  of  scr ip ture.  Clark is  to  be congratulated  for  careful ly,  subt ly,  quest ioning 

one myth:  that  in  comparison with so-cal led profess ionals  and exper ts  Lewis  is  an 

amateur  (p .  164f) .  Admit tedly Lewis  contr ibuted to  th is  myth,  but  I  am f irmly of  the 

opinion that  th is  was  a  smoke screen erected by Lewis to  separate  him from a  

cler ical  é l i te  in  the ‘modern’  and ‘ l iberal’  Church of  England of  the mid- twentieth  

century.  Lewis may not  have graduated in  theology,  but  he was far  more qual if ied  

than thousands of  theology graduates  today.  Lewis gained a  tr ip le  Firs t  f rom Oxford ;  

he was a  trained phi losopher  and a  bel ieving Cathol ic–Evangel ical  who did not  h ide 

behind a  seemingly disin teres ted academic exposi t ion of  what  o ther  theologians  have 

said.  Second,  he d id  not  get  lost  in  semantic  analysis  and l inguis t ic  n ihi l ism where 

we end up not  speaking or  wri t ing because the act  of  speaking and wri t ing is  

considered to  be cul tural ly  condit ioned and oppressive!  In  analyzing the Scr ip tural  

ground of  Lewis’  theology,  Clark  inevi tably if  implici t ly  raises  the quest ion of  what  

is  a  theologian,  and what  is  the ground of  our  doctr ine and eth ics .  Lewis  sought  to  

re turn  to  theology’s  Patr is t ic  and Biblical  roots ,  eschewing –  or  being highly 

suspicious of  –  pronouncements  f rom modern phi losophers  and l iberal  theologians.  

Clark  understands th is  and can see i ts  importance.  Lewis  was nei ther  an  amateur  nor  

a  professional  –  he was a  prophet ,  cal l ing  the church(es)  and individual  Chr is t ians 

back to  an  or thodox-bibl ical  fa i th ,  the fai th  of  the Fathers .  This  ground is  a lso  the 

ground of  Clark’s  assessment  of  Lewis’  theology.   

Therefore  Clark in  conclusion can asser t  that  the  theology of  Lewis  is  centred 

around one word:  redemption.  As a  new bel iever  he began to  look around at  h is  

world  and asked:  “What  on ear th  (pun in tended!)  is  God up to?” The Scr ip tures  

gave him the answer  he sought:  God has acted and cont inues to  act  in  human 

his tory to  res tore  his  world  and his  universe  to  himself .  That  “t reatment” 



includes  us,  and when our  redemption is  complete ,  he  wil l  even use  us  in  his  

redemptive plans for  nature,  Lewis bel ieved.  (p.  168) .  

This  is  cer tain ly a  bet ter  than average in troduct ion for  the average reader  of  Lewis’  

corpus ,  and is  cer ta inly recommended for  a  general  audience,  par t icular ly given that  

Clark does have some or ig inal  percept ions.  

P.H.  Brazier  


