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Most  who come to  As One Devi l  to  Another ,  Richard Plat t’s  homage to  The 

Screwtape Let ters ,  wi l l  a l ready be devotees  of  C.  S.  Lewis .  They wil l  not  be 

d isappointed.  Here are many famil iar  concei ts  and ideas reviewed and re-argued:  the 

phi lological  arm of  the tempters’  Training Col lege,  for  example,  the importance of  

inhabit ing the Present ,  an exposi t ion on ‘self- love’  adapted from Mere Chris t ianity .  

There  is  even a  Narnian cameo at  the  end.  But  i t  would be wrong to  say that  the 

whole is  s imply crambe repet i ta .  As Walter  Hooper  wri tes  in  h is  preface,  the book 

takes  Lewis’  work and moves i t  ‘ forward’ ,  in  the  sense  that  Pla t t  considers  

pecul iar i t ies  of  contemporary l ife  unimagined in  1942,  when The Screwtape Let ters  

appeared ( though on educat ion,  Screwtape Proposes a  Toast ,  f i rs t  publ ished in 

America in  1959,  remains remarkably prescient  of  the 21st  century) .  

Plat t’s  l i terary s tyle  owes something to h is  source of  inspirat ion,  but  the mimicry is  

not  in tended to  be precise  –  a  wise decis ion,  s ince,  in  the case of  Lewis ,  s tyle  was so  

much par t  of  the man himself  that  any at tempt at  exact  imitat ion would  have fa l len  

shor t .  Instead,  we have vignet tes  more mannered than those in  the or iginal  

Screwtape ,  and we hear ,  in  turn,  of  an  entrepreneur  whose son contracts  scarle t  

fever ,  a  young academic s tudying English  l i terature ,  her  Chris t ian  aunt,  a  squirrel-

feeding scient is t ,  and a gardener  who inevitably recal ls  the  f igure  Mary Magdalene 

addressed beside the  tomb of  the  resurrected Chris t .  The heightening of  these 

novel is t ic  e lements  does not  detract  f rom any enjoyment .  But par t  of  the power of  

The Screwtape Let ters  –  despi te  the backdrop of  the Second World  War bl i tz  –  l ies  

in  i ts  insis tence on the dai ly  insinuat ion of  temptat ion into  people’s  l ives ,  however  

ordinary these may be.  Of Lewis’  human protagonis ts ,  we learn  very l i t t le  in  fact ,  

and the epis to lary emphasis  is  on argument.  As Plat t ’s  scenar io  is  more ar t if icia l ,  

the le t ters  of  h is  devi l  Scardagger  are  correspondingly less  in t imate than those of  
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Screwtape.  This  is  unfor tunate ,  s ince i t  is  the  feel ing of  in t imacy with  the  devi l  

which makes Lewis’  book both  fascinat ing and fr ightening.  

That  said,  ventr i loquism on behalf  of  devi lry is  not  easy,  as  is  c lear  f rom at tempts  

by others .  Compare,  for  example ,  Dorothy Sayers’  memorandum from the  tempter  

Sluckdr ib,  par t  of  a  le t ter  of  13 May 1943 that  she wrote  to  Lewis .  As good a  s tyl is t  

as  Sayers  was,  Sluckdr ib’s  wri t ing is  more ponderous and less  readable than 

anything by Screwtape.  I t  is  impressive,  therefore,  that  Plat t  has  been able  to  

maintain  a  h igh s tandard  over  31 le t ters ,  the same number  as  in  the or ig inal .  Some 

wil l  feel  that  he  has  too many ‘Aunt  Sal l ies’ ,  too  many targets  too easi ly  made the 

objects  of  sat i re :  pol i t ical  correctness ,  the l icense of  the in ternet ,  real i ty  te levis ion,  

cosmetic  surgery.  These are  al l  weighed and,  unsurpr is ingly,  found wanting.  But  

Plat t  a lso  raises  more expl ici t ly  theological  and ethical  problems that  repay 

at tent ion,  discussing,  for  example,  ‘d iabol ic  v ir tues’ ,  the nature  of  char i ty ,  and 

spir i tual  presences.  There  are  a lso sect ions on controvers ia l  aspects  of  sexual  

equal i ty  and ident i ty  that  wil l  be of  in terest ,  even if  one does not  agree with the 

ent ire  exposi t ion.  

Above al l ,  then,  As One Devil  to  Another  makes one asks quest ions.  As with The 

Screwtape Let ters ,  i t  in tends to  combat  ‘nonsense in  the in te l lect’  that  ‘may 

reinforce corrupt ion in  the  wil l’ .  I t  forces us  to  ask those quest ions  which,  as  

individuals ,  we need always to  ask:  ‘ Is  i t  r ighteous?  Is  i t  prudent?  Is  i t  possib le? ’  

(Let ter  25,  The Screwtape Let ters) .  
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